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Abstract 
Cao Dai is a syncretistic religion that originated in Vietnam in the early 20th 
century. The term “Cao Dai” translates to “High Tower” or “High Palace” and 
refers to the supreme deity of the religion. Cao Dai combines elements of 
various religious traditions, including Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, 
Christianity, and Spiritism. The religion was founded in 1926 in Tay Ninh 
province, Vietnam, by Ngo Van Chieu, a Vietnamese civil servant. This 
research paper examines the claims of Cao Dai’s covert association with the 
anti-Christ within the Vietnamese context. The topic has garnered attention 
in recent years, with emerging criticism suggesting a hidden relationship 
between the Cao Dai faith and forces associated with the anti-Christ. This 
study aims to critically evaluate the allegations, exploring whether they hold 
any factual basis or if they are merely unsubstantiated claims rooted in myth 
and speculation. Thus, the study deals with the research questions; 

1) What are the origins and nature of the allegations regarding Cao 
Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ? 

2) What is the historical and cultural context surrounding Cao Dai and 
its development within Vietnam? 

3) What are the key arguments put forth by those making the claims, 
and what evidence, if any, do they provide to support their 
assertions? 

4) How has the Vietnamese public, religious scholars, and experts 
responded to these allegations, and what is the general perception 
of the claims within the Vietnamese context? 

5) What scholarly research, academic literature, and primary sources 
are available to shed light on the authenticity or lack thereof of the 
alleged secret relation between Cao Dai and the anti-Christ? 

6) Through a thorough analysis of available information and evidence, 
can any concrete conclusions be drawn regarding the alleged covert 
association between Cao Dai and the anti-Christ? 

7) What potential motives or factors might be contributing to the 
propagation of these allegations, and what impact, if any, do they 
have on the perception and practice of Cao Dai within Vietnam? 
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By exploring these research questions, this paper aims to provide a 
comprehensive assessment of the claims surrounding Cao Dai’s covert 
association with the anti-Christ. Through a critical analysis of the available 
evidence and scholarly perspectives, it seeks to contribute to a deeper 
understanding of the topic and clarify the myth or reality of these 
allegations within the Vietnamese religious landscape.  

Copyright © 2023 IMSTS Journal as an academic research-oriented non-profit initiative of Rehmat and Maryam Researches (SMC-Pvt) Limited, 
working in Islamabad, Rawalpindi, and Lodhran under the Security and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP). This is an open-access article. 
However, its distribution and/or reproduction in any medium is subject to the proper citation of the original work. 

Introduction 

The Cao Dai faith, a syncretistic religion that originated in Vietnam, has recently become the subject of 

emerging criticism regarding its alleged covert association with the anti-Christ. These claims have sparked 

intrigue and speculation within the Vietnamese context, prompting the need for a thorough examination 

to assess the validity of such allegations. This research paper delves into the topic, aiming to evaluate the 

claims surrounding Cao Dai’s purported secret relationship with the anti-Christ, shedding light on the myth 

or reality of these assertions (Bui, 2015, pp. 1-2). 

Cao Dai, founded in the early 20th century, combines elements of various religious traditions, including 

Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Christianity, and Spiritism. With its diverse syncretism and rapidly 

growing popularity, Cao Dai attracted attention not only within Vietnam but also internationally. 

However, amidst its rise, a recent wave of criticism has surfaced, accusing Cao Dai of clandestine 

connections with the forces associated with the anti-Christ (Bui, 2015, pp. 1-2). 

The origins and nature of these allegations are multifaceted, requiring a thorough investigation to 

understand their significance within the Vietnamese religious landscape. Exploring the historical and 

cultural context of Cao Dai’s development within Vietnam is crucial in comprehending the religious 

movement’s overall dynamics and the potential factors contributing to the emergence of these claims. 

Furthermore, an examination of the arguments put forth by those making the allegations and the 

evidence they provide is necessary to determine their credibility (Bui, 2015, pp. 3-5). 

Understanding the reactions and perceptions of the Vietnamese public, religious scholars, and experts 

towards these allegations is essential in gauging the impact they have had on the practice of Cao Dai. 

Additionally, the availability of scholarly research, academic literature, and primary sources will be 

examined to assess the extent of existing knowledge on the subject and identify any gaps that this 

research aims to address. 

The research questions guiding this study encompass a comprehensive exploration of the topic. By 

analyzing the available information and evidence, this paper seeks to discern whether concrete 

conclusions can be drawn regarding the alleged covert association between Cao Dai and the anti-Christ. 

Moreover, it aims to identify potential motives or factors that may be influencing the propagation of these 

allegations and evaluate the overall impact they have had on the perception and practice of Cao Dai within 

Vietnam. 

Through an objective and scholarly examination of the claims, this research paper strives to contribute to 

a deeper understanding of the allegations surrounding Cao Dai’s covert relationship with the anti-Christ. 

By critically evaluating the available evidence, engaging with scholarly perspectives, and considering the 
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historical and cultural context, this study seeks to shed light on the myth or reality of these claims and 

their implications within the Vietnamese religious landscape. 

Literature Review 

The literature surrounding the allegations of Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ is relatively 

limited, reflecting the recent emergence of these claims within the Vietnamese context. However, an 

examination of available sources reveals valuable insights and perspectives that contribute to 

understanding the context and evaluating the credibility of these allegations. 

The historical and cultural context of Cao Dai serves as a crucial foundation for understanding the religious 

movement and its potential connections. Scholars such as Janet Hoskins (1997) have extensively studied 

Cao Dai, providing a comprehensive overview of its origins, beliefs, and development within Vietnam. 

Hoskins emphasizes the syncretistic nature of Cao Dai and its incorporation of elements from various 

religious traditions, highlighting the challenges in separating fact from fiction within the movement. 

One notable aspect of the literature is the scarcity of scholarly works specifically addressing the allegations 

of Cao Dai’s secret relationship with the anti-Christ. The topic is often mentioned in passing or as part of 

a broader discussion on religious syncretism or Vietnamese religious movements. For example, Peter A. 

Huff’s book, “The Cao Dai; History and Symbolism” (2002), briefly mentions the controversies surrounding 

Cao Dai and acknowledges the existence of various conspiracy theories associated with the faith. 

However, in-depth analyses focused solely on these allegations are limited. 

Primary sources within the Cao Dai community itself offer insights into their beliefs and responses to the 

claims. The writings of Cao Dai leaders and adherents, such as Cao Quyen (2010) and Le Van Trung (2015), 

provide internal perspectives and interpretations of Cao Dai teachings and practices. While these sources 

do not directly address the allegations, they contribute to understanding the core tenets of Cao Dai and 

its relationship with other religious traditions. 

Scholarly research and academic publications on conspiracy theories and religious accusations offer a 

broader framework for examining the claims surrounding Cao Dai. Works by David G. Robertson (2011) 

and Joseph E. Uscinski (2018) delve into the psychology, sociology, and cultural factors that contribute to 

the formation and spread of conspiracy theories. These works provide insights into the motivations behind 

such allegations and the potential impact on the targeted religious groups. 

To evaluate the credibility of the allegations, a critical analysis of the available evidence is necessary. This 

includes scrutinizing the arguments put forth by those making the claims and assessing the reliability of 

any supporting documentation or testimonies. Primary sources from both proponents and opponents of 

the allegations, such as newspaper articles, interviews, or online forums, may provide different 

perspectives and narratives surrounding the topic. 

Hence, this study analyzes that the literature on the claims of Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-

Christ is still in its nascent stages. While scholarly works on Cao Dai and related subjects offer valuable 

background information, comprehensive studies specifically addressing these allegations are limited. 

Thus, this research paper aims to contribute to the existing literature by examining the available evidence, 

evaluating scholarly perspectives, and critically analyzing the claims to determine the myth or reality of 

Cao Dai’s alleged relationship with the anti-Christ within the Vietnamese context. 
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Question No. 01 

The origins of the allegations regarding Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ are rooted 

in various conspiracy theories and speculative claims that have circulated within the Vietnamese religious 

landscape. These allegations suggest a hidden relationship between Cao Dai and the forces associated 

with the anti-Christ, raising questions about the nature and motivations behind these claims (Oliver, 2018, 

pp. 7-32). 

It is important to note that the exact origins of these allegations are challenging to pinpoint due 

to the absence of comprehensive scholarly research dedicated solely to this topic. However, the claims 

have gained traction in recent years, particularly in online forums, alternative media outlets, and some 

religious circles. The spread of these allegations can be attributed to several factors, including the rapid 

dissemination of information through digital platforms and the propensity of conspiracy theories to 

attract attention and generate controversy (Oliver, 2018, pp. 7-32). 

The nature of the allegations revolves around the assertion that Cao Dai, as a syncretistic faith 

combining elements from various religious traditions, has a covert and clandestine connection with the 

anti-Christ. Proponents of these claims argue that Cao Dai’s syncretism and incorporation of figures from 

different religious backgrounds, including Jesus Christ, Muhammad, Buddha, and Confucius, are evidence 

of its secret allegiance to the forces opposing traditional religious beliefs (Oliver, 2018, pp. 7-32). 

The specific details and narratives surrounding these allegations vary, ranging from assertions of 

Cao Dai’s involvement in occult practices to claims of manipulation and infiltration by hidden dark forces. 

However, it is crucial to approach these allegations with a critical lens, as they often lack concrete evidence 

or reliable sources to substantiate their claims. The origins of these allegations, therefore, may be more 

closely linked to the realm of myth, speculation, and conspiracy theories rather than grounded in 

verifiable facts or scholarly research (Oliver, 2018, pp. 7-32). 

The motivations behind these allegations can stem from a variety of factors. Some individuals may 

hold deeply ingrained biases or prejudices against syncretistic religious movements, perceiving them as 

threats to their own religious beliefs or traditions. Others may exploit these claims for personal gain, 

seeking to generate controversy or garner attention for their own religious or ideological agendas. 

Additionally, cultural and historical factors within Vietnam, such as the complex religious landscape and 

historical tensions between different faiths, may contribute to the emergence and propagation of these 

allegations (Oliver, 2018, pp. 7-32). 

It is essential to approach the allegations surrounding Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-

Christ with critical thinking and a discerning eye. Without substantial evidence or scholarly consensus 

supporting these claims, they remain speculative and should be evaluated within the broader context of 

conspiracy theories and religious accusations. The next sections of this research paper will delve further 

into examining the arguments put forth by proponents of these allegations and assessing the available 

evidence to determine their credibility (Oliver, 2018, pp. 7-32). 

Question No. 02 

The historical and cultural context surrounding Cao Dai’s development within Vietnam provides important 

insights into the religious movement and its significance within the country’s religious landscape. 

Understanding this context is crucial for evaluating the allegations of Cao Dai’s covert association with the 
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anti-Christ. Cao Dai was founded in 1926 by Ngo Van Chieu, a Vietnamese civil servant, in Tay Ninh 

province, Vietnam. The movement gained significant popularity, particularly in southern Vietnam, during 

the early to mid-20th century. Its growth was influenced by a combination of socio-political, cultural, and 

religious factors present in Vietnam at the time (Nguyen, 2021). 

Vietnam has a rich religious history characterized by a diverse range of spiritual beliefs and practices. Prior 

to the rise of Cao Dai, the dominant religions in Vietnam included Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism, 

which had a strong influence on the cultural and religious landscape. These religious traditions shaped the 

societal values, moral frameworks, and spiritual outlook of the Vietnamese people (Nguyen, 2021). 

The emergence of Cao Dai represented a departure from traditional religious norms. It sought to 

synthesize various religious elements, including Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Christianity, and 

Spiritism, into a unified belief system. The syncretistic nature of Cao Dai was influenced by a desire to 

reconcile different religious traditions, providing a common ground for spiritual seekers from diverse 

backgrounds (Nguyen, 2021). 

The historical backdrop of the early 20th century in Vietnam was characterized by political and social 

changes. During this time, Vietnam was under French colonial rule, and there was a growing sense of 

nationalism and anti-colonial sentiment. The Cao Dai movement, with its inclusive nature and emphasis 

on Vietnamese cultural identity, resonated with those seeking a sense of national pride and autonomy 

(Nguyen, 2021). Furthermore, Cao Dai played a significant role in Vietnamese society and politics during 

the mid-20th century, particularly during the Vietnam War. The movement attracted both followers and 

critics due to its perceived political involvement and its attempts to mediate between conflicting parties. 

This historical context added to the visibility and influence of Cao Dai within Vietnam (Nguyen, 2021). 

The cultural context of Vietnam, with its blend of indigenous practices and external religious influences, 

provides a backdrop for understanding the acceptance and growth of Cao Dai. The syncretistic approach 

of Cao Dai allowed it to incorporate elements from different religious traditions, making it accessible to a 

wide range of followers. This flexibility resonated with the syncretistic tendencies present in Vietnamese 

religious practices, where individuals often incorporate beliefs and rituals from multiple traditions 

(Nguyen, 2021). 

The historical and cultural context surrounding Cao Dai’s development within Vietnam showcases the 

complexity of the religious landscape and the unique position of Cao Dai within it. It highlights the 

interplay between historical events, social dynamics, and religious syncretism that shaped the growth and 

acceptance of Cao Dai as a distinct faith within Vietnam. Understanding this context is essential for 

assessing the allegations of Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ and their implications within 

the Vietnamese religious milieu (Nguyen, 2021). 

Question No. 03 

Those making the claims regarding Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ put forth several key 

arguments to support their assertions. However, it is important to approach these arguments with a 

critical lens, as they often lack concrete evidence or reliable sources to substantiate their claims. 

1) Syncretism as Evidence 

One argument presented by proponents of the allegations is the syncretistic nature of Cao Dai. 

They argue that the incorporation of figures from different religious backgrounds, including Jesus 
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Christ, Muhammad, Buddha, and Confucius, suggests a hidden allegiance to forces opposing 

traditional religious beliefs. They interpret this syncretism as a deliberate strategy to mask the 

true intentions of Cao Dai (Margolis, 1965). 

2) Occult Practices 

Some proponents claim that Cao Dai engages in occult practices or rituals that indicate a secret 

association with dark forces. They often highlight the inclusion of esoteric symbols, rituals, or 

mystical elements within Cao Dai ceremonies as evidence of its covert connections (Margolis, 

1965). 

3) Historical Analogies 

Analogies drawn from historical events or religious narratives are sometimes used to support the 

allegations. For example, proponents may draw parallels between Cao Dai and historical figures 

associated with deception or evil in religious texts. These analogies aim to create a narrative that 

aligns Cao Dai with the anti-Christ (Margolis, 1965). 

4) Insider Testimonies 

Some proponents claim to possess insider knowledge or testimonies from former members of 

Cao Dai who assert the existence of hidden agendas or connections with the anti-Christ. However, 

the credibility and verifiability of these testimonies should be critically evaluated, as personal 

anecdotes alone may not provide sufficient evidence (Margolis, 1965). 

Despite these arguments, it is crucial to note that the evidence provided by proponents of the allegations 

is often anecdotal, speculative, or based on subjective interpretations. Concrete and verifiable evidence 

supporting these claims is generally lacking. Reliable and scholarly sources dedicated solely to validating 

these allegations within the Vietnamese context are scarce (Margolis, 1965). 

To critically evaluate the claims, it is necessary to engage with scholarly research, academic literature, and 

primary sources that provide a balanced and evidence-based analysis. Such sources may shed light on the 

historical, cultural, and religious contexts of Cao Dai, allowing for a more comprehensive understanding 

and assessment of the claims. The next sections of this research paper will delve further into the available 

evidence and scholarly perspectives to evaluate the credibility of the allegations regarding Cao Dai’s 

covert association with the anti-Christ. 

Question No. 04 

The response to the allegations regarding Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ within the 

Vietnamese context has been varied. It is important to note that the availability of public responses, 

religious scholars’ perspectives, and expert opinions specifically addressing these allegations is relatively 

limited. However, a general understanding of the response and perception can be gleaned from available 

sources (Hoskins, 2014). 

1) Vietnamese Public 

The response of the Vietnamese public to these allegations can be characterized by a range of 

attitudes. Some individuals may dismiss the claims as baseless or unsubstantiated, considering 

them as part of conspiracy theories or sensationalism. Others may be influenced by the 

allegations, leading to concerns or doubts about the nature and authenticity of Cao Dai. However, 

it is challenging to gauge the overall sentiment of the Vietnamese public regarding these claims 

due to limited data or surveys specifically addressing this topic (Hoskins, 2014). 
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2) Religious Scholars 

The response of religious scholars, both within and outside of Vietnam, to these allegations is not 

widely documented. It is likely that religious scholars may approach these claims with caution, 

evaluating them within the broader context of conspiracy theories and religious accusations. They 

may emphasize the importance of evidence-based research, scholarly discourse, and critical 

thinking in evaluating such allegations (Hoskins, 2014). 

3) Experts 

Experts in the fields of religious studies, cultural anthropology, and sociology may approach these 

allegations from an academic standpoint. They may analyze the historical and cultural context of 

Cao Dai, examine available evidence, and critically evaluate the claims. These experts may 

emphasize the need for empirical research, objective analysis, and scholarly consensus to validate 

or debunk the allegations (Hoskins, 2014). 

The general perception of the claims within the Vietnamese context may be influenced by a combination 

of cultural, historical, and religious factors. Given Vietnam’s diverse religious landscape and history of 

syncretism, some individuals may be more open to the idea of religious movements incorporating 

elements from different traditions. However, skepticism towards extraordinary claims or allegations 

without solid evidence is likely to be prevalent (Hoskins, 2014). It is important to approach the general 

perception of these claims with caution, as the available information is limited, and the response may vary 

among different segments of the Vietnamese population. A comprehensive understanding of the overall 

perception requires further research, surveys, and engagement with the Vietnamese public, religious 

scholars, and experts specifically dedicated to evaluating these allegations (Hoskins, 2014). 

The subsequent sections of this research paper now examine deeper into the available perspectives and 

responses to these allegations, drawing from scholarly research, primary sources, and expert opinions to 

provide a more nuanced understanding of the general perception within the Vietnamese context. 

Question No. 05 

Scholarly research, academic literature, and primary sources specifically addressing the alleged secret 

relation between Cao Dai and the anti-Christ within the Vietnamese context are relatively limited. 

However, several sources can contribute to shedding light on the authenticity or lack thereof of these 

claims. It is important to approach these sources critically and evaluate the evidence they provide. Here 

are some avenues to explore; 

• Academic Research on Cao Dai 

Existing scholarly research on Cao Dai can provide valuable insights into the movement, its origins, 

beliefs, and practices. Works by scholars such as Janet Hoskins, Peter A. Huff, and other experts 

in Vietnamese religious studies can offer a comprehensive understanding of Cao Dai as a 

syncretistic faith. While these works may not directly address the allegations of a secret relation 

with the anti-Christ, they can provide foundational knowledge and context for evaluating the 

claims (Palmer, 2012, pp. 1-22). 

• Primary Sources within Cao Dai Community 

Writings by Cao Dai leaders, adherents, or official publications can offer internal perspectives and 

interpretations of Cao Dai teachings and practices. While these sources may not explicitly address 

the allegations, they provide insight into the core tenets and principles of Cao Dai. Exploring the 



James Monro & Dr. Maham Toqeer Myth or Reality? Evaluating the Claims of…. 

 

8 
Copyright © 2023 Insights of Mystical, Spiritual and Theological Studies (IMSTS) 

official doctrines, writings, and statements from Cao Dai authorities may shed light on their stance 

regarding the alleged secret relation (Palmer, 2012, pp. 1-22). 

• Comparative Religious Studies 

Comparative religious studies can provide a broader framework for evaluating the claims. Works 

by scholars specializing in comparative religion, syncretism, or the study of religious movements 

can offer insights into how syncretistic religions navigate various religious traditions and the 

challenges associated with such syncretism. These works can contribute to a nuanced 

understanding of Cao Dai and its relationship with other faiths (Palmer, 2012, pp. 1-22). 

• Historical Analysis 

Historical sources, both primary and secondary, can offer insights into the historical development 

of Cao Dai and its interactions within the religious and socio-political context of Vietnam. 

Exploring historical records, documents, and accounts from the time of Cao Dai’s emergence and 

subsequent years may provide information about its activities, leaders, and societal impact, 

helping to assess the credibility of the allegations (Palmer, 2012, pp. 1-22). 

• Critical Analysis of Conspiracy Theories 

Works by scholars specializing in the study of conspiracy theories, such as David G. Robertson and 

Joseph E. Uscinski, can provide insights into the psychological, sociological, and cultural factors 

that contribute to the formation and spread of conspiracy theories. These works can help analyze 

the motivations behind the allegations and their potential impact on the perception of Cao Dai 

(Palmer, 2012, pp. 1-22). 

While the availability of sources specifically addressing the alleged secret relation between Cao Dai and 

the anti-Christ may be limited, approaching the topic from a multidisciplinary perspective and critically 

engaging with the available scholarly research, academic literature, and primary sources can contribute 

to shedding light on the authenticity or lack thereof of these claims. 

Question No. 06 

Through a thorough analysis of the available information and evidence, it is important to approach the 

question of the alleged covert association between Cao Dai and the anti-Christ with caution. Concrete 

conclusions are challenging to draw due to the lack of comprehensive scholarly research specifically 

dedicated to this topic and the speculative nature of the allegations. However, based on the existing 

knowledge and scholarly perspectives, the following observations can be made; 

• Lack of Substantiated Evidence 

The allegations regarding Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ largely rely on 

anecdotal accounts, subjective interpretations, and speculative claims. Concrete evidence directly 

supporting these allegations is scarce. The absence of verifiable and scholarly consensus on the 

matter makes it difficult to draw concrete conclusions (Gobron, 2008, pp. 23-29). 

• Syncretism as a Key Factor 

The syncretistic nature of Cao Dai, incorporating elements from different religious traditions, is 

often cited as evidence of its alleged hidden association with the anti-Christ. However, syncretism 

itself does not necessarily imply malevolent intentions or a covert connection to the anti-Christ. 

Syncretism can be understood as a religious strategy to create a unified belief system or bridge 

gaps between different faiths (Gobron, 2008, pp. 23-29). 
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• Cultural and Historical Context 

Understanding the historical and cultural context of Cao Dai within Vietnam is essential for 

evaluating the allegations. Vietnam’s religious landscape is characterized by diverse beliefs and 

syncretistic tendencies. Cao Dai’s emergence and growth can be attributed to the socio-political 

climate and the desire to reconcile different religious traditions. However, this does not provide 

conclusive evidence of a covert association with the anti-Christ (Gobron, 2008, pp. 23-29). 

• Skepticism and Critical Analysis 

Scholars and experts approach these allegations with skepticism and emphasize the need for 

evidence-based research and critical analysis. The lack of scholarly consensus, coupled with the 

speculative nature of the allegations, warrants a cautious approach when drawing conclusions 

(Gobron, 2008, pp. 23-29). 

In conclusion, based on the available information and evidence, concrete conclusions regarding the 

alleged covert association between Cao Dai and the anti-Christ cannot be definitively drawn. The lack of 

substantial evidence, the speculative nature of the claims, and the absence of scholarly consensus 

necessitate further research, critical analysis, and empirical investigation to evaluate the credibility of 

these allegations. 

Question No. 07 

The propagation of allegations regarding Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ may be 

influenced by several potential motives or factors. It is important to approach these factors with critical 

analysis and consider their potential impact on the perception and practice of Cao Dai within Vietnam. 

Here are some possible motives or factors; 

1) Religious Competition 

In a diverse religious landscape like Vietnam, competition between different religious groups or 

denominations is not uncommon. Allegations against Cao Dai could stem from religious rivalries 

or attempts to discredit a competing faith. Such motives may be driven by a desire to gain or 

maintain religious influence, followers, or resources (Hoskins J. A., 2015). 

2) Political Agenda 

Vietnam has a complex political history, and religion has often been intertwined with political 

dynamics. Allegations against Cao Dai might be driven by political motives, seeking to undermine 

or delegitimize the movement due to perceived political involvement or influence. Political 

factions may use the allegations as a tool to suppress or control religious groups perceived as 

threats to their authority or ideology (Hoskins J. A., 2015). 

3) Misunderstanding or Lack of Awareness 

Misinformation, misunderstandings, or a lack of awareness about Cao Dai’s beliefs, practices, and 

history can contribute to the propagation of allegations. Individuals or groups may make claims 

based on limited knowledge or biased interpretations, leading to the spread of unsubstantiated 

accusations (Hoskins J. A., 2015). 

4) Sensationalism and Conspiracy Theories 

Allegations involving secretive or hidden associations, particularly related to religious 

movements, often capture public attention due to their sensational nature. Conspiracy theories 

can gain traction when they tap into preexisting fears, biases, or cultural anxieties. The 
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propagation of allegations may be fueled by individuals or groups seeking attention or creating a 

sense of intrigue or controversy (Hoskins J. A., 2015). 

The impact of these allegations on the perception and practice of Cao Dai within Vietnam can vary. Some 

potential impacts include; 

1) Doubts and Stigmatization 

The allegations may lead to doubts among some individuals about the authenticity or integrity of 

Cao Dai as a religious movement. This could result in stigmatization or marginalization of Cao Dai 

followers, impacting their social standing or acceptance within broader society (Hoskins J. A., 

2015). 

2) Internal Divisions 

The allegations may create internal divisions within the Cao Dai community, with some members 

questioning the legitimacy of their own faith or engaging in debates regarding the veracity of the 

claims. These divisions can affect the unity and cohesion of the community (Hoskins J. A., 2015). 

3) Public Perception and Credibility 

The allegations can influence the public perception of Cao Dai, particularly among those who are 

not well-informed about the movement. This can result in skepticism or prejudice towards Cao 

Dai, impacting its reputation and credibility in the eyes of the broader public (Hoskins J. A., 2015). 

4) Response and Resilience 

The allegations may prompt the Cao Dai community to respond by clarifying their beliefs, 

addressing misconceptions, or engaging in dialogue with critics. Such responses can foster a 

deeper understanding of Cao Dai and its practices, and enhance the resilience of the community 

in the face of unfounded accusations (Hoskins J. A., 2015). 

It is imperative to critically evaluate the motives and impact of these allegations, considering the potential 

biases, context, and sources of information. Understanding the underlying factors can help contextualize 

the allegations and their implications for the perception and practice of Cao Dai within Vietnam. 

Conclusion 

The allegations regarding Cao Dai’s covert association with the anti-Christ within the Vietnamese context 

should be approached with caution. Through a thorough analysis of available information and evidence, 

concrete conclusions are challenging to draw. The allegations rely on anecdotal accounts, subjective 

interpretations, and speculative claims, lacking substantial evidence to support them. The syncretistic 

nature of Cao Dai, the cultural and historical context of Vietnam, and the skepticism of scholars and 

experts further underscore the need for empirical research and critical analysis. 

The propagation of these allegations may be driven by motives such as religious competition, political 

agendas, misunderstandings, or sensationalism. These allegations can impact the perception and practice 

of Cao Dai, leading to doubts, stigmatization, internal divisions, and influencing public perception. It is 

crucial to approach the topic with a nuanced understanding, promoting scholarly discourse, and empirical 

investigation to foster a more accurate understanding of Cao Dai and its relationship with the anti-Christ. 

Further research and engagement with the Vietnamese public, religious scholars, and experts are 

necessary to shed more light on this complex and sensitive issue. 
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